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British Businessman Released by Argentine Kidnappers

Charles Agnew Lockwood, the British businessman who was
kidnapped in Buenos Aires on 6 June, was released on 29 July
after the financial firm Roberts and Company, of which Lock-
wood is board chairman, agreed to pay the two million dollars
demanded by the kidnappers. Over the past month different
factions of the Trotskyist People's Revolutionary Army (ERP)
have alternately claimed and denied responsibility for the
kidnapping. According to a Reuter report, informed sources
in Argentina said negotiations over Lockwood's release were
delayed because he had been kidnapped from his original abduc-
tors by a rival faction of the ERP. (For background on the
Lockwood kidnapping, see the 13 June issue, page 6, and the
20 June issue, page 6. For background on the ERP, see the
30 May issue, page 8.) (UNCLASSIFIED)

Bandera Roja Leader Captured by Venezuelan Authorities

The leader of the urban guerrilla group Bandera Roja
(BR), Carlos Betancourt, and a fellow member were captured by
Venezuelan security agents in Caracas on 29 July. Two BR
print shops were also uncovered. In the opinion of a senior
security official, the arrests mean extinction for the BR.
(See 20 June issue, page 8, for previous reporting on the
Bandera Roja.) (UNCLASSIFIED)
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Coca Cola Company Orders Executives to Leave Argentina

" On 10 August, after receipt of a tape-recorded extor-
tion demand from the People's Revolutionary Army (ERP), the
Coca Cola Export Corporation ordered all 25 of its executives
and their families to leave Argentina. The ERP demanded the
company donate §1 million to charity or face unspecified
violence. The company has instructed its Argentine subsidi-
ary not to pay any money to the ERP. (Comment: This is not
the first time that Coca Cola has been the target of terror-
ists. On 21 May Oscar Castell, the manager of the local
bottling works in Cordoba, was kidnapped and later released
after the company paid $100 thousand in ransom. On 4 July
executive Norman Lee was kidnapped by a group of armed men
but released after Lee convinced them that they would get mno
ransom. For background on the ERP see the 30 May issue,
page 8.) (UNCLASSIFIED) 25X1C3b2
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